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Volcanoes National Park Extension 
Duration: 4 Days, 3 Nights 

Track mighty mountain gorillas on an exclusive safari in the misty Virungas Volcano rainforest of Rwanda. A wildlife adventure unlike any 
other, this extension offers the chance for close encounters with mountain gorillas and beautiful golden monkeys while undisturbed in their 
natural setting. Hike the densely forested slopes of Rwanda’s picturesque Virungas Volcanoes in search of the world’s largest population of 
wild mountain gorillas. Immersed in this dramatic natural setting, enjoy the opportunity to watch the intriguing interaction between gorilla 
families or set out in search of troops of the enchanting golden monkeys.  

 

Volcanoes National Park (Parc National des Volcans) 
This incredibly scenic park lies in northwestern Rwanda and borders Virunga National Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Mgahinga Gorilla 
National Park in Uganda.  It is a haven for the mountain gorilla and is home to eight habituated families of these great apes. The park also plays host to five 
of the eight volcanoes of the Virunga Mountains, namely Mt Karisimbi, Mt Bisoke, Mt Muhabura, Mt Gahinga and Mt Sabyinyo, which are covered in 
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rainforest and bamboo. Vegetation varies considerably due to the large altitudinal range within the park. There is montane forest at lower altitudes while 
bamboo forest (one of the gorillas’ favourite hang-outs) covers the mid-slopes and grassland dominates the upper slopes. The Park is also home to almost 
180 species of birds, with at least 13 species and 16 subspecies endemic to the Virunga and Ruwenzori Mountains. 
 

The park was the base for the American naturalist Dian Fossey to carry out her research into the gorillas. She arrived in 1967 and set up the Karisoke 
Research Centre between Karisimbi and Visoke. From then on she spent most of her time in the park, and is widely credited with saving the gorillas from 
extinction by bringing their plight to the attention of the international community. She was murdered by unknown assailants at her home in 1985, a crime 
often attributed to the poachers she spent her life fighting against. Fossey's life later was portrayed on the big screen in the film Gorillas in the Mist, named 
after her autobiography. She is buried in the park close to the research centre and amongst the gorillas that became her life. The Volcanoes National Park 
became a battlefield during the Rwandan Civil War, with the park headquarters being attacked in 1992. The research centre was abandoned, and all tourist 
activities (including visiting the gorillas) were stopped. They did not resume again until 1999 when the area was deemed to be safe and under control.  
 

Gori l la trekking and other activit ies 
Go in search of one of the habituated family groups that will be assigned to your tracking group (this will not be a private experience). For several years 
each family group has undergone an extremely delicate habituation process that has gradually conditioned them to the presence of humans. Experienced 
guides will accompany the tracking, many of whom themselves have been involved in the habituation process. Once the gorillas are located, visitors will be 
allowed a maximum of one hour with them. The tracking to find the gorillas may take several hours and this, coupled with the return walk to camp will require 
comfortable walking clothing and shoes and a reasonable level of fitness and endurance.   
 

Gorilla trekking is perhaps one of the most dramatic, thrilling and poignant wildlife experiences possible. There are, however, plenty of other natural, 
cultural and social excursions on offer. Treks to find the golden monkeys and to view the various volcanoes are popular, as are escorted bird-watching 
walks and mountain bike excursions in the local area.  Iby’iwacu cultural village is an interesting cultural excursion. The village convinced ex-poachers to turn 
their back on poaching and instead perform for visitors. Visiting the village you can discover the traditional house of a local king, watch an authentic 
medicine man prepare herbal mixtures, try your hand at bow and arrow shooting or enjoy cultural dances and drumming performed by people from the local 
area. Finally, fantastic spa treatments will soothe away any aches and pains derived from a day trekking in the forest.  
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